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PART V¥

" ~CROPS *

lajor CI'Op o ' C ' R
According to the Census of Agriculture, harvested cropland in Snohomish o
County amounted to 35,0653 acres in 1959. An overwhelming proportion of the =~
county's cropland is devoted to hay. Emphasis in raiging feed’crops reflects the’
importance of dairying in the area. Other important crops are vegetables, berries
anc: small grains. ' -
Clover-timothy hay is the dominant crop in Snohomish County in terms of ' *
acreage. Besides baled and loose hay a large acreage also is devoted to producing
grass silage. Other hay crops of importance are small grains and wild hay. Among
the vegetable crops, green peas and sweet corn are the most important. liost of

the county's berry acreage is in stravberries and raspberries. Oats represents
the leading small grain crop in the area. B

Acreage Harvested For liajor Crops e
Snohomish County, 1959 ,
Magorbrég'a, _ " Acreagg.,_: ]
Clover-Timothy 15,386 | ., .
Grass S8ilage 10,181
‘| ‘Greea Peas 2,849
Sweet Corn 1,542
Small Gralns Coee e |
- for Hay 1,252
Wild Hiy 1,100
Strewberries C 974
Oats” - 7 - y .
‘Raspberriea - Y B
’ : ' R | ) T i ;'.’-1.);" RS SR )
4 6" 8 10 12 14 16 ' '
Thousands of Aores ‘ )
I Source: U. 8. Census of Agriculture, 1959, . ' & .01,
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S0 Pi{gure 10. Major Crop Acreages, Snohomish County, 1959,
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Crop Trends

A nunber of changes are apparent in the emphasis and acreages Snohomish
County farmers have given {0 leading crops. These show the influence of new mar-
ket outlets and improved facilities for the disiribution and storage of farm -
products. They also reflect technological advances in agriculture. New food
processing meuhods have aflected the acreages of various crops. Indeed, changes
of crop patterns have resulted from the farmer!'s own initiative in ﬂxpermmentation

with different, crops«anéw$ﬁpaamgﬂnfanm}nngmn

Snohomisk: County agrlculture through spec1a112atlon and 1ntenSLf10atlon hes.
become increazlnaly more valuable to the regional economy, The county has become
important 1n =pec1allzed ¢rops such as ‘berries and vegetables for processing

- Fed
along with the growing of hay and grain.
Tt ‘.
Hay Crops.
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FOI‘ many }'°”""°, the most Luyﬁl"'ta;"it op in S puuu.uuubu uuﬁi’.‘lu’y’ from the acrs gag

standpoint has been hay. Relatively

C ant in acreage, it has slightly in-
creased from avout 25,500 acres in 1920 to 2

7, 7°9 in 1950 and 30,057 acres in1959.

'.
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In terms oI acreage, clover ui:uuuuy hay is the most prominent Crop of Snoho-
mish County. . This hay crop is well-suited to the county's cllmate and to the -
level and gently sloping terrain., The heavy dependency of local dairymen on hay
is another'reason for the. large acreage in the county. Since 1939, the acreage

AP alAevrawm ikl m h Tmer oty mvmed Tmondieom oo P

CL \-.n.vvc.l.-u.uuuuuy a8y nas s.d.xb\-:u betueen .Ly,q.uu and .Lp,uuu acres. Yields have
generally averdged better than 2 tens per acre annuwally,

O?

In 1962, there was a total of 17,0 acres devoted to clover-timothy hay
from which gb,uuu tons were harvested. onohcmish raniced fifth in the state both
in terms of acreage and production in that year. Clover-tiriothy is found mostly
n the area ;rcm Svanviood to Arlington and from Snohomlsh to ¥onroe. This crop
S0
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Hay cut for silage has become inereasingly more important in SnohomlshCountx
Fhrmers have found that cuttlng fields for silage furnishes a high quality succu-
lent feed and reduces feed losses caused by wet weather during hay harvesting.
Silage is used most extensively for feeding dairy cattle, espec1a11y during the
winter months.

wnlle thers are no statistics for grass silage in censuses prior to. l950 :
2,977 acres wera reported in 1950, 7,517 acres in 195l and 10,181 acres in 1959.
Production rose from 17,907 tons in 1950 to 50,769 tous in 195} and 78,348 tons
in 1959. . In 1959, Snohowish ranked second among the 3% Washlngton counties in-

acreage ‘and production of grass silage.

lMost. of the grass silage in the county is produced on farms located in the
vicinity of Snoliomish and Monroe. The northeestern part of the county between
bnanwoocx and Arl 1ngton a.Lso 15 an 1mportant produc:.ng aread.

Other hay crops are grown on a lesser scale compared with clover-timothy and
grass 31lage in Snohowish County. In 1959, there were 1,252 acres of small grains
cut for hay, 1,100 acres of wild hay, 180 acres of alfalfa, 113 acres of vetch and
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1,845 acres of other tame hays. In recent years the county's alfalfa acreage has
dropped steadily from around 1,000 acres in 1957 to 140 acres in 1962.

Table 16. Clover-Tinothy Hay and Alfzlfa Hay
Snohomish County, 1939-1962

Vegetables

Clover-Timothy Hay ' Alfalfa Hay

Year | yorvested %%iig Production || Harvested %%E;S Production
Acres Per Acre) (Tons) Acres (Per Acre) (Tons)
1939 | 19,400 2.4 46,600 370 3.0 1,100
1940 | 17,300 2.5 42,400 410 4.0 1,520
1941 17,500 2.3 10,600 370 L.l 1,500
19k2 1 18,600 2.3 42,200 260 4.0 1,040
431 18,400 2.h 43,300 210 2.9 600
19hL i 18,000 2.3 11,600 180 3.0 oo
19L5 | 17,900 2.1 38,000 180 3.0 5l0
19461 17,500 2.3 39,400 200 2.8 560
1947 | 16,500 2.3 37,700 190 3.0 570
1948 1 17,600 2.h 11,800 300 3.2 960
1949 | 16,300 2.1 34,200 480 2.5 1,200
1950 | 15,800 2.4 37,900 580 2.1 1,210
1951 | 15,500 2.2 33,500 650 2.0 1,300
1952 |  17,000" 2.2 37,400 660 b1 2,700
1953 | 15,000 2.0 32,000 880 3.6 . 3,200
1954 | 16,100 2.1 3L, 770 o0 2.0 1,860
3 1955 | 16,700 2.1 35,000 1,010 3.0 3,000
1956 | 15,000 2.0 30,200 860 2.5 2,10
1957 | 16,600 2.h 39,700 1,000 3.1 3,100
1958 | 15,400 1.9 30,000 500 2.0 1,000
1959 | 15,100 2.0 30,800 180 3.0 sho
1960 | 16,000 2.0 32,000 160 2.0 320
1961 | 17,900 1.9 34,100 150 2.2 330
1962 | 17,000 2.0 3L, 600 140 2.3 320

’ Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Commercial vegetable or truck farming has become of increasing importance in
Snohomish County. The Census of Agriculture in 1920 recorded only 206 acres in
commercial and other vegetables in the county. By 1940, the vegetable acreage had
increased to nearly I,500 acres: In 1962, Snohomish County farmers harvested
vegetables from well over 9,000 acres--about twice the 1940 acreage. According to
the latest Census of Agriculture (1959), Snohomish ranked fifth among the Washing-
ton counties in vegetable acreage.

Vegetables form an:important crop in Snohomish County in terms of value of
sales. In 1959, vegetables sold amounted to 20 percent of the value of all crops
marketed off farms. Vegetables were grown on about 13 percent of Snohomish
County's cropland in 1959, 4 total of 112 farms reported vegetables harvested for
sale while 1,675 farms raised vegetables for home use in that year.

(IR
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Pable 17. Vegetaole Crops: Green Peas, Sweet Corn and Cauliflower
: Snohomish County, 1954-1953 , ,

Green Peas e -
. (Processing Swee%TCopn“ .ﬁCaqliflouer
ear . h, A .
| Acres.| Prod. | ores | P709t 1 acres Prod.
. ' *2 (Tetis) | 7T (Tons) (Tons)
195l | b,000.| 4,800 1,400} 3,2007{-- 20 | . 50
1955 | 4,100| 5,280) 700} 1,190 25, é0
- 1956 4,890 | 10,130 | 1,500 4,600 |, 100 1| 580

- 1987 L L5501 8,530 (1,300 5,540 |, 90 *350
19581 3,L50| 5,860 11,1004 4,950 110 570
1959 | 3,1001 6,200 1,600 7,200} 100 | 510
19601 3,300 6,600 3,360 1&,‘“* 170 | 1,000
1961 | 3,300 | 7,600 3,350 15,400} 90 | ‘700

- 19621 5,100 9,700} 2,700| 13,5001 170 | 1,000
1963 | 5,600 | 11,800 3,250 18,50 90 500

Sources Statistical Reporting Serv1ce, U.S D.A.

‘Table 18, Vegetable Creps:  Snap Beans, Celery and Cucumbers
R Snohomich f‘n\‘l'n‘i"v 19”;’1-196? .

Wedlredilaliahidas W tmes W

Snap Beans i Celery Cucunmbers
Year PP P:-‘Od‘ :' A mnas ey PI‘Od '.. A e I?rOd' .
,l'i. b QO (Tons) HULCO 5 (Tons) Nwd W (Tons) . -

1954 | 60 | 180 10 | 100 35 70
19551 30 125 10 120 25 4 90
19551 30 150 10 120 50 175
19571 30 | 150 8 | 100 50 230
19581 30 150 - 20 220 L0 240
19591 30 150 10 150 Lo 200
1980} Tea | w- 10 150 Lo 200
19611 20 1 120 10 150 50 350
196212070 90 10 100 Lo 200
1963 30 150 20 250 30 150

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D. A.

The sing]e most important vegetable crop in terms of acreage in Snohomlsh
Countv is green peas grown for processing. Land devoted to this crop has recently
increased fron 3,100 acres in 1959 to 5,600 acres in 1963. According to the 1959
"Census of Agr:culture, Snchomish County ranked 2lth in green peas acreage among -
the nation's counties. In 1963, Snohomish GountJ accounted for over 10 percent
of the state!s green pea production.

- Sweet corn is another valuable processing crop grown in Snobomish’County.
Acreage has about tripled since 1958. 1In 1963, about 18,540 tons were harvested
from a total of 3,250 acres. Snohomish Countyts production represented 12 per-
cent of the’ suate figure in that year. '

Snobomish is among the Puget Sound counties where most of the state's cauli-
flower produciion takes place. In recent years, the county acreage has fluctuated
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between 90 and 170 acres.  The 1963 county production represented 12 percent of
state total while the corresponding figure in the previous year was 20 percemt,

Vegetables growmn on a lesser scale in Snchomish County are snap beans,
cucgmbers, broccoll, celery and lettuce. The comblned acreage 1n'the county of

steady in recent years wlth the exception of brocc011 whlch has declined greatly.
Cabbages -and carrots were grown on a minor commerciasl scale until very. recently.

Table 19. Vegetable Crops: Broccoli, Cabbage, Carrots and Lettuce
‘ Snohomish County, 1951-1963

. i e Lettuce . .-.. -
Zear Broeccoli t  Cabbage Carrois ~Tate Spring Early Fall
. Prod. |- Prod. Prod. Prod. Prod.
Acres (Tons) Acres (Tons) Acres (Tons) Acresl (Tons) Acres (Tons)
19541 760 [ 2,280 | m- | =- 10 200 10| 100 5
1955 | 725 | 2,500 -] .- 10| 100 10| 100 |5 50
1956 | 560 .| 1,860 |. e= | -- 10 ] 170 10| 9 10 70
1957 | 290 | 870 | -= | -- 10| 1l 15] 130 10 60
1958 | 170 680 10 100 10 110 201 120 - 20 10Q
1959 [ 120 560 10 | 100 10 119 20| 1k0 - -
1950 | 100 L00. 10 100 10 100 -- S B -—
N 19631 70 230 10 100 20 300 30| 150 - -
1962 80 250 - - 5O 11,100 30| 150 - ~
1963 | . 30 11G - -- -l .- 301 200 -~ -
Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A,

| Berries

Snohomigh is one of the important berry producing counties in Washington.
The major berry crops in the county are strawberries.and red raspberries. Lesser
emphasis has been placed on blueberries and blackberries which also are grovn
‘ commercially, The county's relatively mild winters and location near population
» centers from which labor can be readily obtained during harvest time are factors
‘ advantageous to ‘the growing of berries. .

In 1959, Snohomish County ranked twenty-fourth among all U, S. countigs in

stravberry acreage. From about 1,000 acres in 1959, the acreage has decreased to

-, an estimated 700 acres in 196L. Even 50, Snohomish County was the state's fowrth
largest producer of strawberries in 1964 with 3,535,000 pounds and this amounted
to about 9 percent of Washingten's production. Farmland devoted to strawberries
reached a high of 1,650 in 1952 end 1953, dropped to 350 acres after the disas-"
trous 1955 freeze, increased to 1,080 acres in 1961 but acreage has been on a
downuard trend since then. Northwest stravberries are the predominant variety
grovm. Other varieties include Puget Beauty and Columbia. HMost harvested straw-
berries go to protessors for freezing. Some are sold later .for the commercial
manufacture of preserves, jams and other products.

Snohom1sh Countty ranked third in the state in red raspbe Ty acreage and pro-
duction in 1964, About 480 acres were devoted to this crop from which 1,548 tons
of berries were harvested. The acreage of red raspberries has ranged between L20
and 500 acres since recovery from the 1955 freeze vhich resulted in a harvest ol
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only 55 acres in 1956, The predominant variety groun in the county is the Willa-

g m inclu er,. allup, Canby, Fal and
Uashlngton.

. In 196), blueherrles and blachberrles were harvested from about 30 acres each
ounty, Around 72 tons of blusberries and 141 tons of blackberries
were produced in that year. The acreage of blueberries in the county has gradu-
ally declined from the high ¢f 55 .agres.in 1959, Blackberries have ranged between

D2~

20 and 35 acres in recent years.

Table 20+ Berry Crops: Strawberfies, Raspberries and Blueberries
Sachomish County, 1940-1964

Year Strawberries | Red Raspberries | Blueberries | Cult, Blackherries
o Acres | Tons Acres! Tons | Acres | Tons Acres | Tons
1910 360 | 1,C00 125 290 3 5 W.A. | W.A.
1902 380 910). 150 300 3 5 N.A, | WA,
9431 300! L9s 175 300 5 10 N.A, | HL.A,
9L, 1 25 125 180 25 5 12 N.A. | H.A.
1945 2501 L75 140 420 3 6 N.A. | R.A,
19hé 250 | 525 200 sho 5 10 N.A, | H.A.
197 |- 650 | 1,700 235 | 650 13 20 N.A, | H.A,
1948 oLo 1 2,150  30C 950 15 2 N.A. | H.A.
1949 | 1,050 | 2,300 | 300 é25 | 15 30 N.A, | H.A.
1950 § 1,200 | 2,200 320 583 | 10 10 5 15
1951 | 1,500 | 2,100 300 592 10 12 15 1o
1952 | 1,650 | 3,725 250 53 | 15 '] 20 20 Ls
1953 | 1,650 | 5,050 420 985 25 25 30 50
1954 | 1,500 | 3,500 Lho 918 35 30 30 35
1955 | 1,400 | 3,000 450 990 30 35 30 50
1955 350 350 55 .| 30 5 -- .-
1957 } 1,000 { 2,735 L50 | 1,460° 4O 70 30 38
11958 | 1,000 | 2,800 485 {1,270 | Lo | 75 20 50
1959 [ 1,010 | 3,750 500 {1,310 | 55 | 85 20 30
1960 | 1,000 | 3,380 L70 | 1,400 50 | 8o 20 .| 50
1961 | 1,080 | 3,130 430 |1,258 L5 86 30 o8
1962 | 1,050 | 2,888 Leo (1, u7o Io 68 35 [ 100
19631 "olo | 2,045 b0 1,67k | b0 |15 35 | 130
196Lh ! 700 11,758 W8o |1, She 30 72 30 | 1la

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U,S.D.A,

Small Grains

Oats constitute the main small grain produced in Snohomish County. Since
19392, however, land devoted to oats has decreased from about 5,300 acres to hDO
acres in 1962 About 21,000 bushels of oats were harvested in 1962,

In 196h. wheat was harvested from about 100 acres in Snohomish Gounty. Pro-
duction amounted to 3,900 bushels and was composed entirely of winter wheat.
Since 1939, acreage has ranged between 1,400 acres in 1940 to virtually none in
1962, -Both spring and ulnter uheat have been grown in the county with the latter
predominating, .
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Snohomish County, 1939-195k
| Winter Wheat Spring Vheat
{ ’ Yoar ﬁérvested field l'fréductith"Harvesfed Iield -‘l1’3roduction
i Acres éz;sggi:) (Bushels) | Acres A‘.ézgﬂiziz) (Bushels)
) R o Y e N .
| 1939 | - 836 19.2 15,90 - 50 “f 210 1,050
| 9o | 1,300 20.0 26,000 .| . 100 | 20.0 2,000
| 1941 -100 50.0 5,000 : |- 100 | 30.0 .3,000
| 1942 30 50.0 1,500 |, 120 .| h2.5 5,100
| 1943 50 24.0 1,200 - kO -l 30,0 - 1,200
| 194}, .90 h7.2 C2so b0 30 - 1840 .50
| 19Ls .80 0.0 © 3,200 . 120 "} 50.0 6,000
| 1916 110 Lé.h ¢ 5,100 700 L1 27.1 1 900
| 19L7 2o | 62,0 2,80 (.- Lo .} 30,0 1,200
| 1918 60 uo.o 2,400 [~ W -] 30.0 1,200
1949 400 20,0 8,000 . i fa00 o 2L.5 . 1,900
1950 290 34.0 - 9,860 ;-;‘;..- 70 - U9.0 3,430
1951, 330 35.0 11,550 -°}.- 70 © 22,7 1,590
1952 "’Eéﬁ 30. 16 560 “"":‘ 60 v ' 2&.0 l,hho
1953( 28 42,0 10,250 - 50 ~f 39.0 1,950
1951 .21G 35.0 (7,350 LB 700 UL 0.0 2,800
1955 160 25.0 |0 L3lo Bt 150 +4 33.0 'h 950
1956 230 | 890 - {w 1,170 |+ 200 -{ 33.0 6,600
1957 TA80 { 58T0 . [TIC,LN0 ST 270 o 1340 11, "610
1958 C1h0 ] isiD. t:'l.ﬁ,Buo.:.’::..:-*.120. 240230 ) 2,760
1959 100. | . MO o_, il Bs000 - e 1002000 | 35.0 - 700
1960 80 55.0 3,300 20 20.0 Loo
1961 090 <] 33.0 o017 .2,970 W0 w2700 ol 0 270
1962 - e e L -
1963 1. . .70 43.0... |} 3,020 | SO S © -
1964 ... 100 39.0 .. 3,900. . co e ] -

Source- Statisticéi Reﬁéf%ing Service,_U.S:fﬁh;

Barley and rye complete the.list of the small grains grown in Snohomish
County. Since 1939, barley has ranged betwean 160 apres in 1952 and 20 acres in
1956, In 196l; about 2,400 bushels were harvested from 60 acres. Rye. has fluctu-
ated under 140 acres since 1939 with little or no sereage devoted to this crop in
some years. In 1962, about 1,200 bushels were produced from attotal of ho acres
in the county, ' Coa ,w.k

The general reduction of cropland 1n small gralns may be partly attributed
to the decline in the work-horse populatian within Snehomish Cqunty and in nearby
marketing areas, Farmers have turned from grains to ‘other erops such’” 28 vege-
tables and benries uhlch realmze a higher cash return per acre.



T ALY Whead o L Barley
Yoar, Hafvvasted (b';:i ;is ~P§'adu§btor{r 1'Bayvested (bgiiigs h;oauct ioz\:
P - TP "~ - . N R N k PP " Y
. hores per acr‘cl‘ \BUSOBLE joyiy. AGTES - per aore) \PUBUTLE J

1939 880 - 19,3 J 16,990 © 120 53.0 6,360

C 19401 1,400 -t 28i0srcatmangByl0o.. - - 120 48,3 5,800
~~ 1940 200 1. 40,0 1 8,000 130 44,0 5,720
1942 i30 44,0 .. 6,600 160 42,0 6,720
1943 S0 26,7 2,400 140 39,0 5,460

- 1944 120 - 3949 T 4,790 110 3940 4,290
l94% 200 . .|. 46,0 9,200 100 40,0 4,000

- . 1947 80 45640 3,680 90 4340 3,870
- 194¢E 100 36,0 3,600 - 100 410 4,100
1949 600 21,5 12,900 g0 4440 3,960
1950 360 36,9 L 13,290 o0 46,0 4,140
1951 400 . 2.9 13,240 80 4240 3,360
1952 520 34,6 | 18,000 70 40,0 2,800
1953 300 40,7 o 12,200 70 35,0 2,450
1954 280 3642 | 10,150 Y0 33,0 2,310
1955 310 30,9 9,590 8o 40,0 3,200

. 1956 230 33,8 7.770 .20 42.0 . 840
11957 450 49,0 22,050 - . 5o 43,40 2,150
1958 260 34,8 9,060 - BO 4040 3,200
1959 | 120 3942 4,700 160 40,0 4,000
1960 80 - 46,2 . 3,700 40 40.Q 3,600
o6l 1co 32,4 . 3240 30 3650 1,080
1962 — — - 20 3640 720
1963 70 43,0 3,010 20 45,0 900

. 1964 100 39,0 3,900 60 40,0 24400

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Table 23, 0Oabs and Rye: Acreage, Yield and Production

Snohomish County, 1939-1962

Qata Rye

Year | marvested | ;23222 | predustion | Harvested | ;. 2-°1¢ | produstion

s " { {(bushels (bushols) | Ao (bushels (bushoels)

ores per Bcre! ushels r:1s3 of 03] per 80!'6) usnels
1939 |. .5,300 70,0 .371,000 50 30.0 1,500
1940 4,500 ' 6240 279,000 30 1040 300 -
941 31800 68.0 2652200 B0 - | 12.4 1,150
1042 | 3)a00 6640 224400 80 27.0 22160
1943 3,000 68,0 204,000 30 . 15,0 ‘450

lo4a! 35700 61,0 164,700 - - —
945 2,750 . 152,600 — " ——
1946 | 23660 63,0 167,500 _ — —
1847 2,800 66,0 184,600 10 19,0 190
1048 »950 60,0 237,000 20 225 450
- 1949 3,960 69,0 274,600 20 135 270
19501 3,450 6240 2130500 20 105 210
1 32100 : 1733600 %0 . 520
1952 3, 63.0 189,000 50 1240 600
10831 21670 . 1487500 30 6o 1,440
1954 2,700 44.0 118,800 100 14,5 1,450
1955 1,600 730 120,000 140 15,9 2,230
1956 1,300 75,0 97,500 80 13,5 1,080
o571 13 74.5 1342100 90 2620 27340
1958 1,400 45.0 63,000 70 3240 25240
1659 200 51,0 45,900 a0 135 1,220
1960 510 64,5 325900 40 2240 880
1961 3490 50,0 17,000 100 3040 3,000
oé2 200 6040 243000 40 30.0 15200
Source: Statisitical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.
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Field Corn

Field corn is one of the minor crops grown in Snohomish County. Corn hgr-
vested for grain in the county amounted to 3,280 bushels from LO acres in 1962.
After reaching a high of 120 acres in 1949 and 1950, acreage decreased to 10 acre

in 1953, It icreassd 1o 50 acres by 1956 but during 1957-1900, no field corn was
reported in Snohomish Couaty. In 1961, 50 acres were reported. Yields in 1961
and 1962 were much higher than those prior to 1956... Corn cut for silage has been
more important than field corn in Snohomish County.

Table 24. Field Corn: Acreage, Yield and Production
Saohomish County, 1939-1962

Field Corn
Year | Harvested Yield Production
Acres (Bu. per Acre) | (Bushels)

1939 30 47.0 1,la0
1940 20 45.0 900
1941 20 32,0 6ho
1942 20 23.0 L0
1943 10 11,0 110
19LL 10 10.0 100
1945 20 25.0 500
19L5 60 28.2 1,590
1947 90 26.0 2,3L0
1948 70 28.0 1,960
1949 120 18.0 2,160
1950 120 27.0 3,240
1951 90 22.1 1,990
1952 50 30.0 1,500
1953 10 33.0 330
1954 30 L8.7 1, 460
1955 30 37.0 1,110
1.957 - " - -
1958 - - -
1959 - - .-
1960 - - _—
1951 50 76.0 3,900
1962 L0 82.0 3,280

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U,S,D.A,

Other Field Crops: Potatoes, Mint, Peas and Red Clover Seed

Snohomish County's potato acreage has declined since the 1940's. In 1962,
1,890 tons were harvested from 130 acres. Commercial acreages of potatoes are
grown mostly in the area around Monroe. :

According to the latest Census of Agriculture, there were 200 acres of dry
field and seed peas, 30 acres of mint, and 9 acres of red clover seed in the
county in 1959, About 320,600 pounds of dry field and seed peas were harvested
during that year. Also, production of mint for oil totaled 1,965 pounds while
2,400 pounds of red clover seed was harvested.
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Table 25. Potatoes: Acreage, Yield and Production

Snohomish County, 19L5-1962

—

i ._Potatoes
e liai';r;:ted‘ z' é:,t? Prc(agl.lfct:"b:;.on
acres Per Acre) .

1945 600 130 78,000
1946 100 130 52,000
1947 290 | 180 52,200
1943 320 210 67,200
1949 250 200 50,000 .
19501 500 - 200 100,000
1951 450 231 10k,000
1952 130 240 103,200 :
1953 250 226 58,400
1954 230 210 55,200
1955 250 236 59,000
1955 240 286 68,000
1957 190 263 50,000
1958 150 260 39,000
1959 140 271 38,000
1960 100 320 32,000
1961 130 300 39,000
1962 130 291 37,800

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Tree Fruii, lfuts and Grapes

Most fruit trees and grape vines in Snohomish County are in small plantings
and production is largely for home use. In earlier years, there was greater
interest in tree fruits such as apples, prunes, pears and cherries, bul commercial
orchards and orchards for home use have decreased. In 1959, the Census of Agri-
culture counl; of fruit trees of bearing age was as follows: 1,997 apples, 810
prunes, 793 cherries, 398 pears, 261 peaches and 5 apricots.

Table 26. Fruit Trees of Bearing Age, Snobomish County, 190041959

Year | Apple | Pear '| Peach | Cherry | Plum & Prune | Apricot
1900 1 37,596 | 3,081 1651 3,033 12,777 5
1910 41,9831 L,00L| 3301 L,920 10,25} 61
1920 | 59,542 | 9,91h 48L | 10,162 13,219 2
1930 | 36,827 | 21,137 692 { 30,932 12,060 28
1940 | 36,496 | 9,2991 782 29,091 12,768 8
1950 | 21,152 | L,7hli| 3,49L | 9,927 7,055 27
198l | L0687 | ouhiZ,ou3| 2,199 1,078 8
1959 | 1,997 398| 261| 793 810 5

Source: U. 8. Census of Agriculture
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Table 27. Huts: Trees of All Ages and Production

Smohomish County, 194WO<i959—

-

Tiibav's English Walnuts o
Year o Producbion Production—
Trees of All Agwss (pounds) Trees of All Ages (pounds)
1940 15,0k 21,653 835 7,182
o 1945 ¢ 17,954 99,143 817 5,001
1950 14,072 43,622 87 7,26) " .
98kl - 12,203 40,036 217 R R
1959 1,538 7,978 L ceL 213

Source: U. S. Census of Agriculture-

o Snohomish County’s productionof filbert muts has declined since-the end of

" World Jar II. In 1945, over 99,000 pounds were harvested compared with only -

7,978 pounds in 1959, The county also produces minor amounts.of English walnuts
which have been on a decline in recent years. Only 213 pounde were harvested.in

"1959 compared with T,céh pounds in 1950. Commercial production of grapes is ..
vlrtually nonexdistent in Snohomish County. In 1959, 33 farms reported a total of
only 263 vines of bearing age from which li,353 pounds of grapes were harvested.

According to the Census of Agriculture, 131 farms in Snohomish County re-
ported a total of 185 acres of land in bearing and nonbearing fruit orchards,
groves, vineyards and planted nut trees. Five years earlier in 195, the Census
reported 265 farms with 437 acres total.



